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Daniel Weinberger (b. 1977) 

  
Yukiko Nishimura (b. 1967) 

     
Jan Van der Roost (b. 1956)

     
Hoagy Carmichael (1899-1981); 

Arr. by Warren Barker (1923-2006)

Jim Curnow (b. 1943)
  

   
Dennis McCarthy (b1945); 

Arr. by Robert W. Smith (b. 1958)

John Williams (b. 1932);
Arr. by Sean O’Loughlin (b. 1972)

Nolan E. Schmit (b. 1969)

     
Thomas Doss (b. 1966) 

Gustav Holst (1874-1934);
Arr. Johan de Meij (b. 1953)

John Williams (b.1932)

Take Off 
     

Star Ship
     

Mercury: Contest March 
    
 
Star Dust
     

Canticle of the Creatures (Symphonic Suite 
for Band)

     

Star Trek: Through the Generations 

Theme from Lost in Space

Encomium for the Courageous 
     

Out of Space
     

Jupiter Hymn

Star Wars: The Force Awakens

INTERMISSION
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Dear Friends and Family:

Good afternoon! My name is David Doan and I am the president of the Gay Freedom Band of Los 
Angeles (GFBLA). I hope you’re having a terrific Sunday so far. Welcome and thank you for joining us 
for this ”We Need Space” concert program. 

Since our last concert on December 12, 2021, the world attempts to achieve homeostasis by 
controlling the tenuous coronavirus pandemic in its third year. Data supports new variants will 
emerge, triggering local outbreaks that keep scientists and the like on the best prevention strategies 
to mitigate the unpredictable and dynamic nature of the pernicious virus. For all of you, I’m sure that 
it has been an emotional toll coupled with pandemic fatigue and confusion while trying to keep up 
with the latest national and local preventative safety protocols. 

One thing that is consistent and certain is the need for us to protect ourselves by avoiding close 
contact and adhering to social or physical distancing of at least six feet away from one another. There 
has been documented studies the size of our personal space has increased from 40 to 50 percent 
compared with pre-pandemic state. Interestingly, this is even true in a virtual reality environment in 
which there was no possibility of infection. Thus, quantification of personal space may reveal some 
of the psychological effects of the pandemic, and subsequent progress towards recovery.

As mentioned in my previous letter, music continues to sooth, comfort, and energize through its 
powerful, healing power. While We Need Space, music brings us closer and facilitates emotional 
connection and belongingness. Hence, we appropriately named our concert program as We Need 
Space.

There is plenty of music to illustrate, depict, and remind us of cosmic, acoustic, and physical 
space. Some has written about how spaces shape the human experience and give us meaning 
and purpose. Today, we are privilege to have Dr. William Ailor, Technical Fellow with the Center for 
Orbital and Reentry Debris Studies (CORDS) at The Aerospace Corporation, to join us as the master 
of ceremony to bring his expertise and insight and marry them with our spatial music selections to 
celebrate the power of space. You will likely recognize many of the selections in today’s repertoire. 

Thank you for being here, supporting the arts, and sharing the power of music and space. Please 
continue to adhere to physical distancing and respecting your personal space. Stay safe and enjoy 
the concert!

David Doan, President

Reece Jackson Whitaker, 
vocalist

Justin Raines, conductor

Joseph Vranas, conductor

Joseph Vranas, conductor

Joseph Vranas, conductor

Justin Raines, conductor

Justin Raines, conductor



The Gay Freedom Band of Los Angeles promotes acceptance and celebrates diversity by bringing together musicians from across 
Southern California for performance and educational opportunities that embrace equality, inclusion, and the love of music.

Our Mission

Artist Biographies

JUSTIN RAINES is an award-winning 
composer of music for the stage and 
screen. His works have been featured 
on international recordings and 
streaming services worldwide. He won 
the 2014 Harvey Phillips Award for 
Musical Excellence for Cauterizing the 
Soul, a new work for Tuba and String 
Quartet which has been recorded 
through Summit Records by James 
Shearer and the La Catrina String 
Quartet. As a film composer, Raines 
has composed the scores for films and 
trailers through Voltage Pictures and 
Hollywood Media Bridge as well as 
independent projects including the 
short film Buffalo, 

JOSEPH VRANAS is an award-winning composer 
of concert, film, ballet, and music for theatre, 
with works premiered across the United States 
and internationally. Along with his work in 
screenwriting, Vranas’ music has been recognized 
by the 48 Hour Film Competition, has premiered 
in several short films at the Cannes Film Festival, 
and has been awarded the KCACTF Meritorious 
Achievement for Original Music. When he is 
not writing, Vranas is also an accomplished 
conductor, trumpet player, and teacher who 
works with youth orchestras, bands, and after-
school programs such as Youth Orchestra Los 
Angeles (YOLA) and EduCare to further or 
introduce music education for all students. He 
has been acknowledged by the Texas Music 
Educators Association and the City of Bell, 
California for excellence in teaching.

Currently, Vranas conducts the youth and string orchestra with the Saturday Conservatory of 
Music in Los Angeles and has previously directed various chamber and new music ensembles 
including the Old Main Brass Choir, the Eugene Contemporary Chamber Ensemble (ECCE), and 
the Pacific Artists Collective (PAC).

Vranas also works as an assistant director with the Bell High School band in Bell, CA and 
teaches private instruction and lectures in Composition, Music Theory, Film Music, and Trumpet 
in the Los Angeles area.  
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which was accepted to the Cannes Film Festival’s Short Film category in 2016. In 2008, 
Raines premiered the original musical We Are Enron which was produced by the late 
Mark Medoff, Tony Award-Winning writer of Children of a Lesser God.  

As a conductor, Raines has had the pleasure of conducting the Gay Freedom Band of 
Los Angeles since 2012 and the Peninsula Symphonic Winds since 2017. He has been 
invited to guest conduct at National and Regional Conferences through the Pride Band 
Alliance, formally the Lesbian and Gay Band Association.

As an educator, Raines currently works through the Los Angeles Community College 
District as an Instructional Assistant and a Music Theory instructor. Having both a 
Bachelors and Masters degree in Music Theory and Composition, Raines hopes to start 
a composition studio through LACCD and his current position at Los Angeles Harbor 
College.



millennium brought with it a renewed spirit to the band, and a revitalized 
performance schedule inspired new and old members to attend rehearsals 
once again.

In 2001, the concert band was renamed the Hollywood Wind Ensemble to 
more accurately reflect the nature of the group. With the name change came 
an expansion of the group’s repertoire and professionalism. Still a volunteer 
community group, the Hollywood Wind Ensemble included approximately 
45 instrumentalists and built a strong reputation and a growing audience. In 
addition to smaller events, such as an annual performance at Disneyland, the 
group presented two major concerts each year at their concert home, Zipper 
Concert Hall of the Colburn School of Performing Arts. The annual series 
included a fall classics concert and a gala spring pops concert.

The Freedom Band Foundation of Los Angeles was formed in 2002 as a 
nonprofit corporation to support the instrumental musical groups in the Los 
Angeles area’s LGBTQ+ community. The organization increased its outreach 
efforts and commemorated the founding of the Great American Yankee 
Freedom Band in 2003 by investing in the future and creating the James M. 
Berg Scholarship Fund, which provided need-based scholarships to students 
who were attending (or had been accepted to) an accredited college, 
university, or vocational school and who demonstrated a commitment to 
the performing arts, equality, and social justice. The scholarship fund was 
named in honor of James M. Berg, a music educator who was involved with 
the Great American Yankee Freedom Band from 1984 until his death in 
January 2004.

The band took on its current name in 2013 and established its new home 
at the First Congregational Church of Los Angeles under the leadership of 
Artistic Director Justin Raines. Now with over 60 active members, the scope 
of the band has broadened to promote acceptance and equality among all 
of the diverse communities of Southern California. The main goals of the 
band are to create a supportive and artistically challenging environment for 
its members, to provide top quality live concerts that are free and open to 
the public, and to serve as a model of acceptance and collaboration. GFBLA 
proudly celebrated 40 years in 2018.

About the Gay Freedom 
Band of Los Angeles

Since its establishment, the GAY FREEDOM BAND OF LOS ANGELES has 
been both a leader in the gay community and an advocate for equality and 
acceptance throughout Southern California. 

Originally called the Great American Yankee Freedom Band of Los Angeles, the 
all-volunteer organization was founded in 1978 to lead the annual Gay Pride 
Parade. The band opened the eyes of the broader community by performing 
in many local straight parades: the use of the phrase “Great American Yankee,” 
allowed the group to participate in these events without being recognized 
as an LGBTQ+ band. Not until the bass drum passed by with the words 
arranged vertically on the drumhead, highlighting the “G.A.Y.” acronym, did the 
realization strike parade watchers! The group performed locally, nationally, and 
internationally in concert, at street fairs, and community service organization 
functions, appearing in nearly every Southland parade. The band reached its 
peak in membership during 1991 and was invited to play in President Clinton’s 
first inauguration.

Tragedy struck the gay community in the 1990s. The band lost the vast majority 
of its members due to changes in the community and the tragic AIDS epidemic. 
Dwindling down from over 100 members to under 10, the band continued 
to survive thanks to the dedication of a few dedicated members. The new 4Interested in joining the band? Email bandmanager@gfbla.org.

mailto:bandmanager%40gfbla.org?subject=


GFBLA Roster

FLUTE/PICCOLO
Olivia Kingsbury
Kayla Masnek
Michael Matsuno
Carlos Maulini
Amanda Chavez
Chad Young
Melissa Sublette^*
Rik Noyce

OBOE
Oscar Julian
Gerard Lavatori*   
Andrew Griffin

BASSOON
Virginia Moore

CLARINET
Carlos Herrera
Jeff Lewis
Thomas Colby*
Jean Lieverman
Ezra Loeb
Michael Salas
Margaret Smith ¶

BASS CLARINET
Jeff Hartman

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Alison Jordan*¶

TENOR & BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Nadia Kaspersky
Millie Rivero
Harvey Orgel

TRUMPET 
Jake Ferntheil
Rossano Galante
Jodi Gladstone*
Robert Ullrich ¶
Joseph Vranas ¶
Austin Bergquist^
Leonard Dootson ¶

FRENCH HORN
Frank Fox
Steve Garberson
Ray Camacho
Julia Penev
Michael Tarin*

TROMBONE
David Burch^
Henry Csaposs
Jon Caponette
Lilia Escalona
Ben De Jesus
Kyle Groves

EUPHONIUM
Casey Tran

TUBA
Emil Yongoueth 
David Gonzalez 
Christopher Torres

PERCUSSION
Jacob Alarcon
Jeremy Zerbe
Javier Arroyo ¶
Jason Lo*

*Denotes Section Leader 
^ Denotes GFBLA Board Member 
¶ Denotes GFBLA Staff Member 5

William Ailor is a clarinetist and joined the Palos Verdes Symphonic Band shortly after 
coming to California in 1974.  He played with the Torrance Symphony for several years 
and has been a member of the Peninsula Symphonic Winds (PSW) since its founding in 
1996.  The PSW is directed by Mr. Justin Raines.
Ailor received his bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering and a master’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from North Carolina State University, and a Ph.D. in Aerospace 
Engineering from Purdue University. 
Ailor joined The Aerospace Corporation in 1974.  While at Aerospace, he testified to 
Congress and was interviewed as an expert on the Leonid meteor storm’s possible 
effects on satellites, and was featured on NBC Nightly News, CBS Evening News, ABC 
News, and CNN during the period of the storm.  He is also known for his expertise in 
space debris and reentry breakup, and has appeared on CNN, the Discovery Channel, 
and the Learning Channel on these topics.  He provided expert opinion related to 
the reentry of the Russian Mir Space Station for CNN, ABC News, the New York Times, 
and the Los Angeles Times.  During this period, he was quoted in many local and 
international newspaper and web articles and appeared on numerous radio and 
television live broadcasts. He holds four patents.
Ailor retired as a Technical Fellow earlier this year. 
Ailor has been an active volunteer in the local community.  He served on the Rolling 
Hills Estates Planning Commission for seven years and is founder and president of the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy (PVPLC), a local nonprofit established in 1988 
to preserve open space on the Palos Verdes Peninsula.  He received Audubon Society’s 
Conservation Award in 1990 for his work with the Conservancy, was awarded the 
Community Association of the Peninsula’s 1997 Community Appreciation Award for his 
work on preserving Peninsula open space and received the Palos Verdes Peninsula Lions 
Club’s Community Recognition Award in February 2000 in recognition of his volunteer 
work in the community.  The PVPLC has preserved over 1600 acres since its founding.

Our Guest Emcee



Thank You to Our 
Donors and Sponsors

This performance is supported, in part, by the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors through the Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture.

Thank you for making a donation to GFBLA! Your donation is tax-
deductible. 

We appreciate gifts of all levels. Your generosity provides:

• Scholarships for band members
• Fees to acquire or commission new music
• Honoraria for guest conductors
• Resources for instrument repair and purchases
• Rent for our rehearsal space
• Venue rental fees
• And much more!

Donate via Give Lively or send a check payable to “Freedom Band 
Foundation of Los Angeles” to:

GFBLA
P.O. BOX 29628

LOS ANGELES, CA 90029-0628

This activity is supported in part by the California Arts 
Council, a state agency. Learn more at www.arts.ca.gov

Click here to make a 
donation to GFBLA!

Board of Directors
David Doan, President
Joseph DiLiello, Vice President
David Burch, Treasurer 
Melissa Sublette, Secretary
Joseph Curti, Director of Development
Austin Bergquist, Director of Membership
Mandi Collier, Director of Communications
Henry Csaposs, Director of Information Technology 

www.gfbla.org
Instagram: @GFBLA
Facebook: @GFBLA

Twitter: @GFBLA
YouTube: GayFreedomBand

Follow us!

KPMG Community Impact Grant Program

Uptown Gay and Lesbian Association
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What did you think of today’s concert? 
Please click here to take our Post-Concert Survey!

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/freedom-band-foundation-of-los-angeles/i-m-still-standing-the-music-is-alive-again
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/freedom-band-foundation-of-los-angeles/i-m-still-standing-the-music-is-alive-again
http://www.gfbla.org
https://www.instagram.com/gfbla/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/GFBLA
https://twitter.com/gfbla
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqWqh1y2gjrigIL_pjbMOnQ
https://forms.gle/9zEnX4byCu7mymLu5

